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URING  the 


year  1897  there  have  been  registered  : — 


i8g  Births  (89  males,  100  females).  This  shows  an  increase 
in  the  number,  of  21,  as  compared  with  last  year,  and  contrary  to  the 
general  rule  in  this  district,  the  girls  number  considerably  more 
than  the  boys. 


84.  Deaths  from  all  causes.  This  is  equal  to  13*4  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  which  numbers  approximately  6,236  souls.  This  number 
is  8 less  than  that  for  last  year,  and  is  by  far  the  lowest  on  record 
during  my  term  of  office  ; in  my  report  for  last  year  I remarked  that 
the  year  1896  was  the  healthiest  I had  experienced,  but  the  past  year, 
1897,  has  been  still  healthier.  47  of  the  deaths  occurcd  in  the  first 
half  of  the  year,  and  37  in  the  second  half. 


COMMENTS  ON  THE  DEATH-RATE. 

Of  the  84  Deaths,  41  were  males,  43  females.  33  were  years 
or  over  that  age  ( 1 2 males,  2 1 females),  12  being  80  years  or  over 
(6  males,  6 females),  one  old  woman  lived  to  be  91  years  old.  The  33 
over  70  years  averaged  78*3  years  each,  the  12  males  averaged  79*2 
years  each,  and  the  21  females  77*8  years  each.  Last  year  the 
mortality  amongst  males  over  70  years  of  age  was  nearly  twice  as 
heavy  as  amongst  females,  this  year  it  is  exactly  the  reverse. 

9 were  hetwee?!  60  and  jo years  of  age  (6  males  and  3 females). 

The  mortality  helow  i year  of  age  amounted  to  13  (10  males, 
3 females),  6 less  than  last  year.  46  of  the  total  number  of  deaths 
were  at  the  two  extremes  of  life,  and  55  of  the  84  deaths  occured 
below  I year  and  over  60  years  of  age,  leaving  29  deaths  to  be 
distributed  over  the  intervening  59  years. 

As  I remarked  last  year,  these  statistics  run  on  very  similar  lines 
to  the  two  years  before,  but  the  average  ages  are  higher,  and  every- 
thing points  to  the  health  of  the  district  being  abnormally  good. 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  INCLUDED  IN  TABLE  B. 

Under  this  heading  we  have  recorded  4 cases  of  Scarlatina, 
16  cases  of  Diphtheria,  i case  of  Typhoid  Fever,  i case  of  Continued 
Fever,  4 cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  and  18  cases  of  Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever — 4 isolated  cases,  in  different  parts  of  the  Fording- 
bridge  Parish,  occured  at  different  times  of  the  year.  All  of  them  were 
pretty  clearly  traceable  to  infection  from  outside  sources,  and  all 
recovered  without  untoward  symptoms.  Isolation  and  Disinfection 
were  carefully  carried  out  in  all  instances. 

Diphtheria — 16  cases  are  reported,  3 below,  13  above  5 years  of 
age.  7 of  the  cases  occured  in  one  house  in  Martin,  in  fact,  all  the 
members  of  the  family  suffered  from  the  disease.  On  inspection,  I 
found  that  the  victims  were  new  comers,  that  the  house  had  been 
visited  by  Scarlet  Fever  the  year  before  ; although  thorough  disinfection 
and  whitewashing  had  been  carried  out  after  the  visitation,  yet  one 
could  not  help  thinking  that  possibly  this  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  was 
something  more  than  a coincidence.  There  was  also  a privy  pit  in  a 
filthy  and  overflowing  state,  which  may  have  had  something  to  do  with 
the  case  ; also  a farm  yard  in  front  of  the  house,  had  been  full  of 
manure  and  flooded  with  rain  water,  the  well  being  in  unpleasant 
proximity,  although,  on  examination,  I could  not  find  that  the  drinking 
water  was  contaminated.  All  the  patients  eventually  recovered, 
although  many  of  them  were  very  ill.  I gave  full  instructions  for 
isolation  and  disinfection,  which  were  carried  out. 

Two  other  cases  occured  in  one  house  at  Damerham,  but  no 
cause  could  be  detected. 

The  other  cases  were  isolated  in  different  parts  of  the  district. 

No  cases  were  fatal. 

Typhoid  P^ever— Own  favourable  and  mild  case  was  reported  at 
Ogdens.  No  history  of  origin  could  be  obtained. 

Continued  Plover — One  case  is  reported  in  a child  at  Breamore, 
which  ended  fatally,  with  cerebral  symptoms.  The  source  of  infection 
seemed  to  be  some  neglected  sores  on  the  fingers.  Although  the 
mother  was  confined  in  the  next  room  just  before  he  died  ; thanks  to 
very  careful  isolation  and  disinfection,  I am  glad  to  say  that  there  was 
no  complication. 

Puerperal  Fever — Four  cases  are  reported,  two  of  which  were 
fatal,  d'hey  were  all  separate  in  time  and  locality,  so  that  no  special 
source  of  infection  could  be  assigned. 
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Erysipelas — 18  cases  in  all,  are  reported,  4 below,  14  above  5 years 
of  age.  3 cases  occured  in  one  house  at  Breamore,  and  as  I had 
frequently  had  cases  occur  there  before,  I thoroughly  inspected  the 
premises,  I had  often  noticed  a very  unpleasant  smell  in  the  house, 
and  on  investigation  I found  that  in  a shed  adjoining  the  dwelling 
house,  some  cattle  were  kept.  The  partition  between  the  two 
buildings  was  of  wood  and  plaster,  and  in  several  places  this  was 
imperfect,  so  that  when  the  wind  set  from  the  South  West,  the 
effluvia  from  the  stalls  was  blown  into  the  house.  On  representing 
the  state  of  affairs,  in  the  right  quarter,  the  nuisance  was  quickly 
abated,  by  removing  the  cattle  from  the  shed  entirely. 

The  other  cases  were  sporadic.  All  had  a favourable  termination. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  TABLE  B. 

Measles — Only  2 cases  are  reported,  both  under  5 years  of  age, 
and  imported  from  a neighbouring  district. 

Influenza — ii  cases  below,  36  above  5 years  of  age  are  recorded. 
The  epidemic  which  has  raged  during  the  past  three  months  began  at 
Martin,  just  before  the  close  of  1897.  Otherwise  the  cases  were 
isolated.  No  deaths  are  attributable  to  the  disease  this  year. 

Other  or  Doubtful  Fevej's — Under  this  head  are  included  cases  of 
Febricula,  Varicella,  Mumps,  &c.,  and  13  cases  below,  30  above  5 years 
of  age  are  reported.  None  fatal. 

Pertussis  or  Whooping  Cough — This  disease  has  been  very  rife, 
from  the  early  spring  up  to  Christmas.  It  travelled  over  the  district 
in  a North  to  South  direction,  the  exact  opposite  to  the  direction  of 
advance  of  the  Influenza  Epidemic.  20  cases  below,  and  8 above 
5 years  of  age  are  recorded,  but  of  course  this  does  not  at  all 
represent  the  number  ill,  as  whole  villages  were  attacked  by  it,  and 
the  Schools  at  Rockborne  were  closed  for  a month  on  account  of  the 
disease.  Two  cases  in  infants  6 months  of  age  proved  fatal,  but  were 
complicated  with  Broncho-Pneumonia. 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery — 14  cases  below,  12  above  5 years  of  age 
are  recorded,  and  2 cases  proved  fatal,  i below  and  i above  5 years  of 
age.  The  adult  case  was  a typical  instance  of  English  Cholera. 
The  total  number  amongst  Pauper  Patients  was  9 less  than  last  year. 
This  again  shows  the  good  state  of  health  of  the  district  during  the 
past  year. 
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Bronchial  and  Respiratory  Disorders — Under  this  head  are  included 
Phthisis,  Pleurisy,  Pneumonia,  Asthma, ' Brvnchitis,  and  Catarrh,  and 
amongst  Pauper  Patients,  46  cases  below,  132  above  5 years  of  age 
are  reported.  This  total  is  rather  in  excess  of  that  for  1896. 
7 deaths  from  Phthisis  are  recorded,  a decrease  of  4 on  the  number 
for  last  year,  i being  below,  6 above  5 years  of  age.  3 cases  are 
returned  as  Phthisis  Pulrnonalis , i as  Chronic  Tuberculosis , 2 as  Acute 
Tuhei'culosis,  and  i as  Tuherxular  Meningitis.  7 deaths  from  Br'onchitis, 
Pneumonia,  and  Brvnc ho- Pneumonia  are  recorded,  2 below,  5 above  5 
years  of  age.  Adding  the  2 cases  of  death  in  Pertussis,  complicated 
with  Broncho-Pneumonia,  we  find  the  total  fatality  to  be  9 as 
compared  with  20  in  1896,  and  22  in  1895.  This  is  a very  remarkable 
decrease,  and  of  itself  shows  the  state  of  health  of  the  population  of 
the  district  during  tlie  past  year.  2 of  the  7 cases  are  returned  as 
simple  Br'onchitis,  2 as  B rvncho-Pneumon ia , i as  Br'onchial  Asthma,  i as 
Bronchitis  complicating  Cystitis,  1 as  Br'onchitis  and  Rickets. 

We  thus  see  that  the  total  death-rate  for  Respiratory  Disorders 
(including  Phthisis)  is  16  for  1897,  as  compared  with  31  in  1896,  and 
30  in  1895  ; a most  satisfactory  state  of  things. 

Plear't  Disease — 15  deaths  occured,  the  same  as  in  1896.  10  of  the 

cases  are  returned  as  simple  Heart  Disease,  i as  Dilated  Hear't,  i as 
Syncope,  i as  Aor'tic  Regur'gitatiori,  and  2 as  Alitr'al  Regurgitatiorr. 

New  Growths — 8 cases  are  recorded,  as  compared  with  2 in  1896. 
7 of  the  cases  are  true  Cancer,  2 of  the  Br'east,  2 of  the  Stomach,  i of 
the  Womb,  i of  the  Rectum  and  Liver,  and  i of  the  Rectum,  i case  of 
Naso-pharyngeal  Adenoids  died  after  operation.  The  patient  was  a 
hoemophiliac. 

I fear  that  Cancer  is  on  the  increase  in  this  district,  but  one 
cannot  connect  any  special  feature  of  the  district  with  this  increase, 
as  the  cases  have  occured  near  water  and  away  from  it,  and  on  gravel 
soil  as  well  as  on  chalk. 

6 Deaths  from  Injury  are  reported — 2 from  Drotmiing,  i of  these 
from  the  ice  breaking  and  the  victim  being  suffocated  under  the  ice, 
the  other  whilst  bathing,  i from  Suicide  by  Hanging,  i from  Accidental 
fall  down  stair's  and  subsequent  septic  absorption  through  the  wounds, 
I from  Adherent  Placenta  and  Post  Partum  Hoemorr'hage,  and  r from 
operation  for  Adenoids  as  mentioned  above. 

5 Deaths  from  Cereh'al  Hoemorr'hage  occured,  2 from  general 
Par'alysis,  i from  Cerebral  Abscess,  4 from  Infantile  Convulsions,  3 from 
Prernatur'e  Bir'th,  i from  Acute  Per'itoriitis  in  an  infant,  and  i from  Acute 
General  Septicoemia. 
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6 deaths  occiired  in  the  Fordingbridge  Union  Workhouse,  and 
3 in  the  Fordingbridge  Nursing  Home. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  sickness  amongst  Paupers  is 
in  the  Out-door  Department,  and  % in  the  Workhouse.  The  Out- 
door is  than  in  1896. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

During  the  year  1897,  the  working  of  the  Public  Health  Act  in 
this  District  has  been  very  satisfactory.  About  the  usual  number  of 
Houses  have  been  visited  and  inspected,  and  where  necessary,  any 
insanitary  condition  has  been  pointed  out  and  rectified. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  has  worked  very  well  under  my 
supervision,  and  in  any  case  of  difficulty,  I have  either  inspected  with 
him,  or  made  a separate  inspection  and  report  on  the  case. 

The  Schools  in  the  District  have  been  systematically  and 
periodically  inspected.  In  January,  at  the  request  of  the  Relieving 
Officer,  I had  a house,  in  which  a large  family  resided,  and  to  which  a 
man  suffering  from  Cancer  of  the  Rectum,  and  his  wife,  had  come, 
inspected,  and  the  sleeping  accommodation  measured.  Although 
no  definite  overcrowding  existed,  I strongly  advised  the  removal  of 
the  patient  to  the  Workhouse  Infirmary,  and  this  was  done. 

Several  cases  of  reported  overcrowding  have  been  investigated, 
in  some  cases  it  did  not  exist,  in  others  where  it  did  exist,  the 
nuisance  was  abated. 

A house  at  Sandleheath  was  reported  to  me  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  but  the  tenants  would  not  move.  I condemned  the  house, 
and  the  Rural  District  Council  confirmed  my  report,  with  the  result 
that  the  house  was  at  once  closed. 

In  April,  I had  a serious  complaint  from  Boarders  in  a Private 
Boarding  House  in  the  neighbourhood.  I inspected  the  premises 
with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  after  some  trouble  detected  that 
the  cause  of  the  smell  was  due  to  the  water-closet  havins:  become 
incompetent  through  age,  and  also  that  the  whole  system  of  drainage 
had  gone  wrong,  and  that  the  cesspool  was  ventilating  into  the  pantry, 
by  a sink  pipe  which  was  carried  under  ground  into  the  drain  itself. 
I insisted  on  the  water-closet  cesspool  being  entirely  separate  from 
the  drain,  and  the  water-closet  being  thoroughly  repaired,  and  after 
considerable  trouble  1 got  a new  cesspool  made  and  properly  ventilated 
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with  a shaft  rim  up  above  the  eaves  of  the  house,  and  the  closet 
renovated.  The  drain  was  also  taken  up  and  relaid,  and  the  pipe 
from  the  pantry  made  to  discharge  its  contents  over  a grating  which 
was  properly  cut  off  from  the  drain  by  a V pipe.  There  has  been  no 
complaint  nor  illness  since,  traceable  to  this  cause. 

Having  had  a complaint  that  a horse  was  kept  in  an  insanitary 
state  near  one  of  the  Bakehouses  in  ihe  Town,  I thoroughly  inspected 
the  premises,  together  with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  I found  all 
the  Sanitary  arrangements  of  the  stable  perfect,  and  entirely  cut  off 
from  the  Bakehouse  ; but  I found  that  a mixen  had  been  allowed  to 
become  overfull,  and  directed  that  it  be  cleansed  at  once,  and 
periodically  in  future. 

A complaint  of  a filthy  and  overcrowded  state  of  a Lodging 
House  in  the  Town,  having  come  to  my  notice,  I inspected  with  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisance's  and  found  the  place  filthy  and  the  privies 
overfull,  but  no  overcrowding.  Notice  was  served  to  abate  the 
nuisances,  and  this  was  done. 

Having  tested  a sample  of  water  from  a well  supplying  two 
cottages  at  Stuckton,  I found  it  unfit  for  human  consumption.  On  the 
Steward  of  the  Estate,  to  which  the  property  belonged,  being  informed 
of  the  state  of  the  water,  a tube  was  driven  in  another  part  of  the 
premises  and  a good  supply  of  water  obtained. 

Numerous  instances  of  nuisance  arising  from  the  improper 
keeping  of  pigs,  poultry,  &c.,  having  arisen,  the  nuisances  have  been 
abated,  on  a notice  being  served  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

The  adjoining  house  to  one  in  the  Market  Place,  Fordingbridge, 
having  been  pulled  down  and  rebuilt,  the  remaining  one  was  left  open 
to  the  weather,  and  was  in  a dreadful  state,  much  rain  being  prevalent 
at  the  time.  I instructed  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  to  serve  the 
owners  with  a peremptory  notice  to  abate  the  nuisance  and  make  the 
house  liabitable,  otherwise  proceedings  would  be  taken.  This 
quickened  their  movements,  which  up  to  that  time  had  been  most 
dilatory,  and  the  place  was  rendered  watertight,  but  I believe  it  is  to 
be  pulled  down  eventually. 

Having  received  a complaint  and  sample  of  water  from  a house 
at  Woodgreen,  I inspected  the  premises  and  found  the  sanitary 
arrangements  very  bad  indeed,  owing  to  the  house  having  been  built 
over  the  cesspool,  &c.,  by  means  of  subsequent  additions  to  the 
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original  house.  I directed  the  Inspector  to  serve  proper  notices  on 
the  owner,  with  the  result  that  the  drains  have  been  overhauled  and 
put  in  a sanitary  state,  and  the  health  of  the  tenants  has  improved 
very  considerably. 

In  connection  with  the  Disinfection  of  the  Police  Station  after 
Scarlet  Fever,  it  was  found  that  the  drainage  of  the  premises  was 
altogether  out  of  order  and  inadequate.  This  was  found  to  be  due  to 
all  the  rain  water  pipes  emptying  into  the  cesspool,  so  that  after  a 
heavy  rain  the  whole  place  was  flooded  with  water.  The  mischief  was 
aggravated  by  the  fact  that  the  premises  lie  in  a hollow,  and  that  the 
drains  have  very  little  fall,  and  also  that  the  cesspool  which  was  an 
open  or  loose-jointed  one,  received  as  much  water  from  the  surround- 
ing soil  as  it  receives  from  the  drain.  The  defects  were  overcome  by 
means  of  a water-tight  cesspool,  which  is  emptied  by  a proper  sewage 
pump. 

It  having  been  decided  to  erect  a Jubilee  Nursing  Home  in  the 
Town,  I have  placed  my  services  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Committee,  and  by  attending  Meetings,  &c.,  have 
endeavoured  to  assist  in  securing  a thoroughly  healthy  and  suitable 
situation  and  building  for  the  purpose  ; and  I think  the  result  will  be 
thoroughly  satisfactory. 

The  working  of  the  new  Cemetery  goes  on  very  smoothly,  and 
the  Inspector  from  the  Home  Office  visited  it  and  was  satisfied  with 
what  he  saw. 

There  is  still  no  system  of  Sewage  or  Refuse  Collection  in  the 
Town  ; this,  owing  to  the  small  amount  of  back  premises  to  some  of 
the  houses,  is  a very  pressing  need,  and  in  other  instances  I have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  late  at  night  or  in  the  early  morning  the 
streams,  &c.,  near  the  Town  are  contaminated  by  the  emptying  of 
such  refuse  into  them.  I consider  that,  by  means  of  a dust  cart  or 
something  of  that  sort,  going  round  daily  or  every  other  day,  as  in 
other  Towns,  this  nuisance  might  be  abated,  or  if  not  abated  there 
would  be  more  justification  for  proceeding  against  those  offenders  who 
still  continued  to  cause  the  nuisance. 

On  the  whole,  cottage  property  in  the  neighbourhood  is 
improving,  but  houses  are  still  at  a premium,  so  that  one  is  not  able 
to  condemn  all  the  houses  that  ought  to  be  so  treated,  as  one  would 
perhaps  abate  one  nuisance  at  the  cost  of  creating  another,  in  the 
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shape  of  overcrowding,  which  I consider  the  worse  of  the  two. 
In  any  case  of  a dilapidated  cottage  becoming  untenanted  through 
death  or  otherwise,  I always  endeavour  to  secure  the  closure  of  the 
same. 

At  the  time  of  closing  this  report,  I may  state  that  the  District  is 
just  recovering  from  the  most  severe  visitation  of  Influenza  since  the 
1892-3  Epidemic,  and  is  consequently  not  in  an  over  robust  state. 
The  death-rate  is,  however,  not  abnormally  high,  considering  all 
things. 

There  is  one  house  full  of  Scarlet  Fever  (4  cases),  but  otherwise 
there  is  no  Epidemic  Disease  in  existence,  to  my  knowledge. 

I append 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1897. 


Cottages  Inspected. . • • 133 

Schools  Inspected  . . . . 9 

Lodging  Houses  Inspected  2 
Slaughter  Houses  Inspected  5 

Bakehouses  Inspected  . . 19 

Complaints  received  . . 24 

Filthy  Houses  Cleansed  . . 6 

Houses  Disinfected  . . 8 

Overcrowding  Abated  . . 4 

Houses  unfit  for  human 

habitation  . . . . i 

Houses  Closed  . . . . i 

Privies  Altered,  Improved, 

or  Cleansed  ..  ..  12 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for 

Examination  . . . . 3 


Wells  Sunk  or  supply  im- 
proved . . 

Dairies  and  Cow  Sheds 
Inspected 

Nuisances  Reported  or  De- 
tected . . 

Nuisances  Abated  . . 

Notices  Served 

Offensive  Ditches,  &c.. 
Cleansed 

Animals  Improperly  Kept, 
removed,  or  accommo- 
dation improved  (pig- 
styes,  &c.) 

Defective  Drainage  Altered 
or  Improved  . . 


2 

20 

39 

39 

7 

5 


10 

4 


N.B. — Very  few  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  as  compared 
last  year,  viz. : 8 to  22. 


ARTHUR  E.  ALEXANDER, 


with 


Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


HERBERT  V.  RAKE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Rural  District  Council 
of  the  Fordinghridgc  Union, 


